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TAIS: PFOR US IR CH 

SUBJ: IRANIAN REACTION TO MAO'S DEATH 
REE: TEHRAN 9091; STATE 223128 

1. IRANIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENT ERONT-PAGE COVERAGE 
TO DEATH OF MAO. COMMENT, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN LIMITED TO 
EXPRESSION OF BELIEF THAT CHINESE POLICY TOWARD IRAN WILL 
NOT CHANGE. IRANIANS APPEAR TO BELIEVE THAT PERMANENT 
NATIONAL INTERESTS OF CHINA VIS-A-VIS THE SOVIET UNION 
REQUIRE CHINA'S CONTINUED SUPPORT EOR IRAN AGAINST SOVIET 
PRESSURE. 

2. CHINESE EMBASSY HAS A CONDOLENCE BOOK WHICH WILL BE OPEN 
SEPTEMBER 11-18 FROM 1000 TO 1300. CIRCULAR NOTE HAS BEEN 
PASSED TO MFA AND SOME EMBASSIES, BUT WE HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT 
RECEIVED EITHER CIRCULAR OR INVITATION TO SIGN BOOK. 
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